
IRL (In Real Life)

Elevating the role of real-life stories in a government trial





Please note

Images and names 
included in this 
presentation do 
not reflect the 
specific individuals 
referred to in our 
stories.









The Our Place approach 



Located in 10 sites across the state of Victoria



Four key components to our work

We call this ‘the Glue’



To save precious time 
in this presentation, 

we’ll just call it “Early 
Help”!



Early Help is a part of state government 
reforms





How it works

Our Place 
contracted to 
support the 
integration of 
Early Help in 
the universal 
setting 

Contracted to 
provide family 
support from 
schools and 
early learning 
sites

School and 
early learning 
sites provide a 
platform for 
family service 
providers to 
connect with 
and support 
families 
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“I used to sleep for only two hours for three years 
because [my son] used to cry … I was so into 
depression … now he is sleeping completely …it was 
a big big big relief for me” 
Early Help at Our Place parent

“When I came here 
[to Australia] I was 
so fearful, worried 
about being judged.  
If I was to meet 
myself a year ago, I 
would not  
recognise 
myself”

Early Help at Our Place parent 

“It’s been nice to have somewhere to go and know 
the people each week…. It is the support that is 
the difference.  I can’t imagine what it would 

have been like to not have had that.  It’s been 
really helpful.  Its hard to put into words”.
Early Help at Our Place parent









If you would like to know more – please come and see us in 
the break following this session.

Or find us at www.ourplace.org.au 

http://www.ourplace.org.au/

